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Membership Impact for Long Duration Energy Storage

Key Achievements in Past 12 Months

Long-duration storage is central to every credible European decarbonisation scenario, yet
deployment remains far below system needs. Energy Storage Europe is actively engaging on the
policy decisions that will shape whether LDES becomes a bankable asset class in Europe.

1. More funding and financing opportunities

e LDES identified as a priority technology for European Investment Bank funding: EIB
Group is required to step up venture debt and equity operations for LDES, including
exploring dedicated investment funds (Clean Energy Investment Strategy).

« State aid better tailored to LDES: secured dedicated provisions for LDES within the Clean
Industrial Deal State Aid Framework, e.g. by giving more time to LDES projects to complete
their construction when receiving aid.

> Together these measures open access to financing instruments that were previously unavailable
or inaccessible to LDES developers, directly improving project economics and investor returns.

2. Faster route to market

o Faster permitting processes: public administrations must provide permitting to LDES
projects within maximum two years for LDES, with streamlined processes for certain
technologies (Grids Package)

» Projects ready to connect = faster approved: storage-specific connection guidance for the
first time in EU legislation: from first-come, first-served to priority-based connection that
reflects storage's system value (Grids Package)

> Shorter, more predictable permitting and connection timelines remove two key barriers,
improving projects’ bankability.

3. New revenue streams and lower costs

» Advocacy for new and emerging revenue streams: pushed for LDES access to emerging
system services (FILES).

e Lower taxation and fairer grid fees: advocating for reform of the network charges and
taxation frameworks that structurally penalise storage (FILES).
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52026DC0116

> Eliminating double charging and opening new service markets could materially improve LDES
project revenues across multiple European markets, strengthening the business case without
requiring new subsidy mechanisms.

Commission-addressed LDES manifesto delivered: led the joint advocacy of eight
organisations and addressed to senior Commissioners, triggering a structured EU-level
dialogue on planning, markets, grid charges, and investment frameworks that has since fed
directly into Commission preparatory work.

> Getting LDES priorities into EU-level dialogue and policy documents is a necessary first step
toward shaping the rules that will govern market design and investment frameworks in the years
ahead.

5. Relevant publications

Policy Options to Anticipate Europe's LDES Deployment (January 2026). Coalition of
eight organisations. Cited in Commission preparatory work.

Ensuring System Stability: The Role of Energy Storage in Providing Inertia (February
2026). Established LDES inertia contribution. Created policy basis for remuneration.
Improving Permitting Procedures (December 2025). Directly informed the EU Grids
Package two-year deadline.

Grid Connections (December 2025). Shaped storage-specific connection guidance in EU
legislation.

EMMES 9th Edition (June 2025). Tracked 3,000+ projects across 27 countries. Specific focus
and mapping of LDES technologies.

Grid Fees and Network Tariffs (June 2025). Documented double grid fee treatment.
Triggered national reviews in multiple Member States.
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