
Membership Impact for Manufacturers & Suppliers

Key Achievements in Past 12 Months

The rules being written in Brussels today will shape your market for the next decade. Energy
Storage Europe works directly with EU decision-makers to make sure those rules work for
battery energy storage manufacturers. Here is what that has meant in practice over the past 12
months.

 1. Market growth and demand signals

Obtained the inclusion of a 200 GW energy storage deployment target by 2030 in
AccelerateEU. This gives manufacturers and project developers a clear, politically
endorsed demand signal to plan against. – April 2026
Obtained support for investments in clean technologies by the Commission and
European Investments Bank under the Clean Energy Investment Strategy. Linking BESS
and energy storage directly to EU-level investment strategy opens procurement pipelines
and de-risks technology-specific programmes for the supply chain. – March 2026

→ Members gain early visibility on procurement targets and deployment programmes before they
translate into market rules.

2. Standards and certification frameworks

Shaped the revision of carbon footprint, performance & durability, and recycled
content requirements for BESS, for which the European Commission is now developing
dedicated secondary legislation. Members had early sight of the proposed methodologies
before publication. – 2025 and 2026
Obtained the option of a time-unlimited derogation from the PFAS ban proposal for
the battery sector. Included in the updated background document, now under further
assessment by the European Chemicals Agency, potentially removing a significant
compliance risk for BESS manufacturers. – March 2026
Set the industry standard for outdoor utility-scale BESS, through the Safety Best
Practices Guidelines — now used by permitting bodies and insurers across Europe,
rewarding compliant suppliers. – April 2025
Energy Storage Europe is developing cybersecurity standards for BESS operation,
ensuring future mandatory requirements are technically sound and commercially feasible
before entering legislation. Members contribute to and benefit from the process. - 2026

→ Standards shaped by industry, not imposed on it. Energy Storage Europe is the reference
association at EU level for BESS applications.
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3. Supply chain and market access

Obtained clarification over producers’ responsibilities in mandatory end-of-life
schemes, reducing legal uncertainty for members operating across multiple EU markets. –
August 2025
Engaged on EU State Aid frameworks under the Clean Industrial Deal and the
Affordable Energy Action Plan, advocating for energy storage to be treated as a strategic
industrial asset eligible for dedicated manufacturing support. – June 2025

→ Fewer trade barriers, clearer producer obligations, and manufacturing support designed
around BESS realities.

4. Increased visibility of BESS in EU policy

Advocating for European industrial support with BESS explicitly framed as a strategic
clean technology, distinct from EV batteries and consumer applications, including an
Industrial Accelerator Act that is fit for energy storage.
Energy Storage Europe is the only association focused on energy storage at EU level,
which means every meeting, position paper, and coalition it builds serves BESS
interests directly. 

→ Reinforcing BESS as a distinct strategic technology in Europe’s industrial and energy policy —
not a footnote to the EV battery agenda.

5. Increased influence on EU policy initiatives

Energy Storage Europe’s Position Paper on the Industrial Accelerator Act. ESE’s formal
policy position shaping the legislative text, directly relevant to manufacturers seeking
inclusion in strategic industrial support mechanisms. – May 2026
Member-only briefing on the proposed methodology for the calculation of the carbon
footprint of industrial batteries. Early analysis to help members assess compliance
implications before the methodology is finalised. – September 2026
BESS Safety Best Practices Guidelines. The industry standard for outdoor utility-scale
BESS installations; used by permitting authorities and insurers across Europe. – April 2025
Member-only briefing on the Report on proposed Performance and Durability
Minimum Requirements for Industrial Batteries. Gives members a head-start on
understanding incoming requirements and their commercial implications. – September
2026

→ ESE publications are working documents in Brussels, not filed on a shelf.
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