
 1. More funding and financing opportunities

Storage better positioned in State aid and public financing frameworks: Energy Storage
Europe advocated for State aid rules that recognise the specific investment profile of
storage, including high upfront costs, revenue uncertainty, longer development timelines,
and the need for proportionate completion deadlines.
Risk mitigation and de-risking tools brought into EU-level discussions: Energy Storage
Europe pushed for public support frameworks to complement merchant revenues, reduce
investment risk, and avoid penalising storage projects that depend on multiple revenue
streams.
Revenue stacking recognised as essential to project bankability: Energy Storage Europe
highlighted that storage business cases depend on the ability to combine wholesale market
revenues, balancing and ancillary services, capacity mechanisms, congestion
management, and long-term flexibility contracts.

→ These actions help utilities and developers position storage projects for emerging public
support, reduce financing risk.

2. Faster route to market

Storage-specific permitting reform pushed into the EU Grids Package: Energy Storage
Europe advocated for faster, clearer and more proportionate permitting procedures for
energy storage projects, including binding timelines, simpler procedures, stronger
coordination between authorities, and technology-neutral treatment. This was recognised
the European Commission’s Permitting Directive proposal.
Grid connection reform placed at the centre of EU policy discussions: Energy Storage
Europe pushed for moving beyond “first-come, first-served” connection queues toward a
more efficient framework based on project readiness, milestone-based queue
management, use-it-or-lose-it principles, transparent capacity data, and priority treatment
for high-value flexibility assets. Many of these elements were taken up by the European
Commission’s policies on Grid Connection reform.
Flexible Connection Agreements promoted as a practical route to connect projects
faster: Energy Storage Europe advocated for well-designed FCAs that allow storage projects
to connect in congested areas while ensuring that curtailment conditions are transparent,
proportionate, time-bound and subject to regulatory oversight.
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Membership Impact for Utilities and Developers



3. New revenue streams and lower costs

Fairer network tariffs and lower structural costs: Energy Storage Europe advocated for
cost-reflective and non-discriminatory grid tariffs for storage and tariff structures that
recognise the system benefits provided by storage.
New ancillary service revenues promoted: Energy Storage Europe positioned storage as a
provider of system services such as frequency response, balancing, inertia, congestion
management and system adequacy, with a focus on technology-neutral procurement and
fair remuneration.
Long-term revenue frameworks pushed for capital-intensive storage: Energy Storage
Europe advocated for long-term market and procurement frameworks, especially for long-
duration storage, to complement merchant revenues and reduce investor risk.
Capacity and adequacy value put on the agenda: Energy Storage Europe highlighted that
storage can provide firm capacity, flexibility and security-of-supply value, and that market
frameworks should allow utilities and developers to monetise these services.

→ Reducing grid-related costs and opening new revenue streams strengthens the business case for
storage projects without relying only on subsidies. This gives utilities and developers a clearer
route to finance and deploy assets at scale.

4. Increased influence on EU policy

European storage pipeline and market growth tracked through EMMES: Energy Storage
Europe, together with LCP Delta, provided market intelligence on installed capacity,
expected deployment, technology trends, country developments and the growing role of
utility-scale storage.
Regional opportunities and competitive landscape mapped: Energy Storage Europe’s
market analysis and policy work help utilities and developers understand which Member
States are moving faster on storage targets, auctions, grid access, flexibility markets and
tariff reform.
Storage reflected in system planning debates: Energy Storage Europe engaged on TYNDP
and system needs methodologies to ensure that energy storage is properly considered in
European infrastructure planning, cost-benefit analysis and flexibility assessments.

→ Better market intelligence helps members identify attractive markets, benchmark project
pipelines, understand policy risk, and anticipate where new procurement, grid services and
flexibility opportunities are likely to emerge.
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5. Increased influence on EU policy initiatives

Storage positioned in the EU Grids Package: Energy Storage Europe helped bring storage-
specific concerns into EU-level discussions on grid connections, permitting, network
planning and infrastructure delivery.

→ Faster permitting, clearer grid connection rules and more transparent queue management
directly reduce development risk. For utilities and developers, this means shorter lead times
and a clearer path from project pipeline to final investment decision.
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6. Relevant publications

Suggested Amendments to the Clean Industrial State Aid Framework — May 2025.
Positioned storage in the EU State aid discussion and addressed public support, investment
risk and de-risking tools.
Energy Storage Europe Association Guidelines on Safety Best Practices for Battery
Energy Storage Systems — April 2025. Supported safer and more predictable deployment
of utility-scale BESS, relevant for permitting, authorities and project developers.
EMMES 9.0 — March 2025. Provided market data on European storage deployment,
including front-of-the-meter growth, co-location trends and projected additions to 2030.
ENTSO-E 10-Year Network Development Plan consultation reply — March 2025. Called
for more balanced treatment of storage in European system planning and better data on
the economic impacts of scenarios.
Implementing Act on Non-Price Criteria for Renewable Energy Auctions — February
2025. Addressed procurement rules and non-price criteria relevant for storage and
renewable-plus-storage project developers.
Grid Fees and Network Tariffs — June 2025. Set out Energy Storage Europe’s position on
fair, cost-reflective and non-discriminatory grid tariffs, including the need to avoid
disproportionate charging of storage.
National Energy & Climate Plans: Overview of Energy Storage and Flexibility Targets —
June 2025. Mapped Member State treatment of storage and flexibility targets, helping
members understand policy certainty and national opportunities.
Guidance on Grid Connections — July 2025. Provided Energy Storage Europe’s response
on grid connection reform, including first-ready-first-served principles, queue
management, transparent capacity maps and Flexible Connection Agreements.
Reply to the European Commission Public Consultation on the European Grids Package
— August 2025. Called for stronger recognition of storage in grid planning, flexibility
assessments, cost-benefit analysis and connection procedures.

Policy certainty strengthened through EU planning and target discussions: Energy
Storage Europe advocated for clearer storage targets, better reflection of storage in NECPs,
stronger system needs assessments, and regulatory roadmaps that give investors more
confidence.
Procurement and long-term framework discussions advanced: Energy Storage Europe
pushed for storage to be considered in future procurement mandates, capacity
mechanisms, long-duration flexibility frameworks and system service markets.
Utilities and developers represented directly in EU consultations: Energy Storage
Europe provided responses to Commission and ENTSO-E consultations on grid
connections, TYNDP, the European Grids Package, electrification, heating and cooling, State
aid, and industrial policy.

→ This gives utilities and developers a stronger collective voice in the EU rules that determine
project economics: grid access, permitting, tariffs, procurement, support schemes, market
design and long-term investment certainty.
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