
Membership Impact for Optimisers

Key Achievements in Past 12 Months

Energy storage optimisers face fragmented participation rules, opaque grid data, and uneven
access to balancing and system services. This means, significant value is left on the table
across European markets. Energy Storage Europe is actively working to change that regulatory
environment.

 1. Expanded Market Access and Participation Rules

Balancing market access broadened for all storage asset classes. Energy Storage Europe
is advocating for equal access to balancing and system services markets: from front-of-the-
meter, to commercial and industrial, to residential aggregation. The 2024 Electricity Market
Design reform established the legislative foundation; Energy Storage Europe is now
engaging on the implementing measures and a potential further Commission White Paper
to ensure storage-specific barriers are removed.
Simpler pre-qualification for system services. Energy Storage Europe is pushing for
streamlined pre-qualification requirements that reflect storage's technical capabilities
rather than legacy rules designed around traditional generation. This includes access to
stability services for as many assets as possible.
New system services. The European Union is adopting new network codes and legislation
covering rules on demand response, including aggregation, energy storage and demand
curtailment; and new system services, such as grid voltage. Energy Storage Europe is
actively shaping the development of these codes to ensure they enable optimisation.

→ These efforts aim to remove barriers that have prevented optimisers from accessing the full
value of storage flexibility. New legislation will introduce new system services and revenue stream
that will have to be optimised.

2. Stronger Price Signals and Revenue Certainty

Advocacy for price signals. Energy Storage Europe is pressing for market design changes
that better remunerate the value storage creates at specific locations and times. Signal
refinements can give optimisers stronger and more granular incentives to deploy flexibility
where the grid needs it most.
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https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/markets-and-consumers/electricity-market-design_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/markets-and-consumers/electricity-market-design_en
https://www.entsoe.eu/network_codes/


3. Better Transparency and Data Access

Grid congestion data to improve dispatch certainty. Energy Storage Europe is advocating
for mandatory and timely publication of grid data (e.g. congestion-related) by TSOs and
DSOs. Current data provision is fragmented and inconsistent across Member States, or
simply absent.
Shaping cybersecurity rules that enable optimisation. Energy storage optimisation
requires continuous data exchange between assets, control platforms, and market
interfaces. Energy Storage Europe is engaging on European Union cybersecurity
workstreams to ensure that security requirements are proportionate and do not
inadvertently prevent real-time optimization.

→ Data transparency advocacy aims to give optimisers the grid-level visibility they need to make
better decisions and reduce revenue uncertainty. Besides, cybersecurity rules must be designed to
allow for optimization.

4. Relevant Publications

directly undermines optimised storage economics. Triggered active framework reviews
in multiple EU Member States.
Ensuring System Stability: The Role of Energy Storage in Providing Inertia: February 2026.
Established the technical and commercial basis for remunerating storage inertia services, a
potential new stackable revenue stream for optimised assets.
Redefining the European Union’s Energy Security: June 2026. Advocates for a European
Union-level restructuring of stability and flexibility services, and their remuneration in a
market-based manner.
Network Codes Requirement for Generators: July 2026. Pushes for clear rules for a.o.
energy storage aggregation; and new system services.
EMMES 10th Edition: 2026. Comprehensive dataset tracking 3,000+ storage projects across
27 EU countries. The primary industry evidence base for market sizing, technology mix
analysis, and deployment gap identification.

→ These publications provide the evidence base, policy frameworks, and market intelligence that
support optimisers' strategic planning and advocacy at national level. Further intelligence on
network codes and market design are available to Members.

Network charges reform to end double penalisation. A forthcoming 2026 EU legislative
proposal on electricity network charges and energy taxation will directly address the
double-charging frameworks that currently penalise storage. Correcting double charges is a
direct revenue uplift for every optimised storage asset; and will allow many new projects to
be bankable, to launch, and ultimately rely on optimisation.

→ Stronger, more granular price signals and the elimination of discriminatory charges directly
widen the spread that optimisers can capture and increase the number of projects that optimisers
can target.
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